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January 21, 2008

Assemblywoman Sally Lieber

Assembly Speaker Pro Tempore

State Capitol

P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94929-0022

Subject: Proposed Legislation for Requiring Tug Escorts for Vessels Carrying Hazardous Substances and Possibly for Cargo Vessels

Honorable Assemblywoman Lieber:

The Harbor Safety Committee of the San Francisco Bay Region notes that, as a result of the recent Cosco Busan incident, you may be proposing state legislation to require tug escorts for vessels carrying hazardous materials within California’s harbors and possibly for cargo vessels.

The Lempert-Keene-Seastrand Act of 1990, in creating a state Oil Spill Prevention and Response program, established Harbor Safety Committees in the five major harbors of the state. Our charge is to make recommendations “for the safe navigation of all vessels in the Harbors of California”.

The 20-member San Francisco Harbor Safety Committee (HSC) represents four port authorities, tanker, cargo, tug and barge operators, ferries, bar pilots, labor, commercial fishing, environmentalists, recreational boaters, BCDC, the Coast Guard, NOAA and the Corps of Engineers. The HSC represents a broad based, experienced group whose goal is to prevent vessel accidents such as the Cosco Busan. As a state committee, all meetings are open to the public and publicly noticed.

Established in 1991, the Committee’s initial task was to recommend tug escort regulations for oil laden tankers and barges in the Bay. The tug escort regulations have been recognized as one of the most comprehensive in the nation. 

The Tug Escort Work Group, a standing HSC subcommittee, previously commented in 2004 and 2005 on proposed legislation that vessels carrying hazardous cargo should be tug escorted. We note that the most recent bill, SB 403, while creating a task force to make recommendations regarding the definition of hazardous materials, nevertheless reiterated misinformation in the Findings on the number and nature of Casualties. The Tug Escort Work Group carefully reviewed nine years of Coast Guard Casualty reports, Captain of the Port orders to require Chemical Tankers to be tug escorted and Chemical Tanker arrivals for 2003. Of 23 reported Casualties, only 4 were for loss or steering or power, 4 were for the same ship and 7 tankers carried oil. Other Casualties were minor in nature because of the broad definition of a reportable Marine Casualties. A marked increase of Chemical Tankers entering the Bay annually was due to the change in definition of tankers by Lloyds of London. Of 145 Chemical Tankers, 89 actually carried oil. The remaining 56 tankers carried a broad list of materials, including tallow. The number of tankers carrying chemicals essentially remained stable.

The Work Group would be pleased to be a resource for your considerations and to meet with representatives of your office. The Chairperson of the Tug Escort Work Group, Capt. Fred Henning, General Manager of Baydelta Maritime, can be reached at (415) 693-5800, or you may contact me at (415) 461-4566.

We would be pleased to be part of the dialogue on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Joan L. Lundstrom, Chair

Harbor Safety Committee of the San Francisco Bay Region

Cc: Harbor Safety Committee

Harbor Safety Committee c/o Marine Exchange of the San Francisco Bay Region

Fort Mason Center, Building B, Suite 325, San Francisco, CA 94123-1380

(415) 441-7988 – hsc@sfmx.org
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