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Califamia Air Resources Boa:'d
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Sacranrerúo, Califomia 958 I 2

Dear.Chaimran Ni chols:

The Coast Guald is cJosely monitoriug inoidents witl: conuuercial ships thal arepotehtially courected lo the

ruew fuel switchi::g requi::àmenr as u:aldated by the neur r egulation iir:¡>lemented bylheCalifoniia Ai:'

Resources Boæ.d on Ju)¡' 1, 2009. We are doir:g so il close corlnrunicatior: witli youl Stationary Source

Dir¡isiou. I wanl to sha:'e u,ith you ow prelimina4r findings tom revieu¡iug the data afterthe fust month of

this nevr fuel sv'itclúng requirement for ships along the Califomia coast and ports,

Pdor to the i¡iplementation date of this new requfuement, mentbers of m¡' staff rnet u¡itir your Sutiorrary

Source Dirrision to sl:are inforuration we believed h"þful in assessing relatir¡e safety risks associated vritjr the

State's rulemaking. During this meeting, we agreed that increasing aïuareness among the shiPpirrg ildustry

u,as cr-itical to emuring maxtmnm preparation to prevetrt incidents associated with firel switching- Our

headquarters subsequeírtiy releaseå u ivt-ior Safefy Notice on Ma¡' 26,2009. The Air Resourceh Board also

released several Marine Ñotices ia May and June. Coast Guard units'ir Califonria have con::lr::ricated u¡itJr

thoir local sbippi¡g conyuu:rity and wiib ships destined foi locaÌ ports. Our beadquarters also u¡orked with ' t

American peøpur" i¡stítute io finalize a tecilrioal paper on arroiding propulsion los's when su'itchi.:rg fuels

and referenced the sa19 ín a Marlne Safety ,{lert on June 16, 2009.

DespitetSese efforts, there u,as a ¡otable íncrease in the number of sbippitg incidents associated u'ith fuel

swiic¡ing si¡ce the July 1s írnpleinentatiou daie. Specifically, il July 2009, tlie Coast Guard írritiated six

iucide11l investigations tlmt were likely related to fuel su'itching. As a co lparisorr, fror:r September 2008

tluougi:JuneZgbg,theCoastGuardconductodelevenofthesesameinvestigations,'TJrernajorityofthe'se
incidept investigations sir:ce July 2009 sur::ouad the loss.of complete propuision due to the sJrutting dowu of
engines or electrical pourer , Altirough q¡e ar e just startirg to collect aud'conrpare this data since the

implementatíori date, I felt tlre iucrease in i:rcidents thaT appear to be related to fuel sr¡'itching ueeded to be

sliared uot\¡, 1s the Coast Guard iS coucprned with increases in risk for collision" ailision or grour:ding of
ships transiting along tle California coast or to/from oD€ of the state's ports'

'ü¡e look fon¡ræd to coùtinuing to work with your staff il an efforl to mítigate this risk and to pÏotect the,
people ærd gnvironuent in th; Sûte of California. My poiut of contact regarding this matler is ury Chief of
Pleveirtiou, Corr::::arrdel Patrick Maguire. reaclred at (510) 437-3431.

Coast Gua::d

Copy: 'Commærder, Coast Guard Pacific fuea (Pp)


